
EDF 1205 Assessment Task 2 
 

Individual Journal Template  
 

Week 6 - Creating the picture story book/ Learning about the genre 

Our group chose to create a digital and bilingual picture book ‘Milk and Tea’ that is 

about friendship because we believe that the plot is related to the students’ life, 

motivating them to engage in this book. It is the type of narrative that caters for grade 

3 students. Additionally, it provides the vocabulary classifications for students to 

learn both Chinese and English effectively. By using descriptive or action words to 

describe characters, students may not only have a deeper understanding of 

characterization but also learn how to recognise the structure of grammatical 

features (Holliday, 2009). In addition, the storybook includes audio that gives 

students an opportunity to improve their listening skills. According to Lenters & 

Winters (2013), multimodal storytelling encourages children’s verbal confidence, and 

help them to adapt speech to different kinds of contexts (Booth & Baton, 2000; Lehr, 

1985; Storch & Whitechurch, 2002, as cited in Lenters & Winters, 2013). 
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Week 7 – Building the Field 

Before expecting students to write their own texts, I will make my students 

understand about the prior knowledge that they should require. To help students 

build the field, I will ask students to express their opinions and feelings about the 

storybook in groups. Through exchanging ideas from each other, students may 

evaluate their reading comprehension and the meaning-making. Talking is not just 

an informal conversation, it encourages deepen children’s understandings and 

learning (Edwards-Groves, 2014). In addition, I will make students do a role play to 

scaffold children’s understanding. According to Edwards-Groves & Davidson (2017), 

children can transform the meanings of characters, items, and actions through the 

role play. Students can learn the differences between language and the contexts 

themselves. Last but not least, I will let students watch the video that has a 

connection with ‘ Milk and Tea’. It is important for students to learn through different 

resources.  
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Week 8 - Supported Writing 
 
In order to give adequate assistance to the students when writing, the teacher plays 

an important role.  A teacher has a responsibility to prepare for guiding the joint 

construction. According to Rossbridge & Rushton (2018), modeled reading and 

writing may help to evaluate students’ knowledge on the selected texts. For example, 

students should provide different ideas of settings. What’s more, the selected stories 

should cater to students’ levels, including word, group, sentence, paragraph and 

whole text. Therefore, children should be supported when they are writing of a  

similar genre (Derewianka, 2011, p.11, as cited in Rossbridge & Rushton, 2018). 

Collaborative writing is also significant as it may develop students’ ideas and 

brainstorm. The teaching and learning cycle with emphasis on deconstruction shows 

the importance of structure, language, and vocabulary of text (Rossbridge & 

Rushton, 2015). In this class, I will guide them to work in groups and write a provided 

tasked that is related to the topic. Such as doing some synonyms battle or spelling 

contest.  
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Week 9 – Independent Writing 
 
Students should write their works independently at this stage of the teaching and 

learning cycle. However, the teacher is still crucial at this stage as he or she needs 

to give children different levels of structure and support for their students’ writing, 

depending on the difficulty of the task, and each student’s ability. To make student’s 

become an effective independent writer, I will give enough time for them to plan, 

draft, edit, proofread and publish. According to Holliday (2011), students have a 

chance to organise their settings, audiences when they are planning. Drafting can 

also reduce a student’s hard work. In addition, detect the spelling, grammar errors 

when editing is a crucial step because it allows for proofreading. In this class, I will 

guide the students to use different colours when doing proofreading and let them 

give peer-feedback. As “The important role of feedback to authors during and after 

the process of text is long established” (Edwards-Groves, 2011; Graves, 1994, as 

cited in Kervin, 2015).  
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Week 10 – Assessment 

 “Assessment can be regarded as a part of a teaching and learning cycle where it is 

a continuous process that informs planning and teaching” (Holliday, 2011, p.61). 

There are many types of assessment and they are all essential as they “optimize the 

effectiveness of students’ learning and teachers’ teaching”(Medwell,2012, p.101).  In 

the lesson, I will give students a writing project where they have to create their own 

narrative. After the individual project has been completed, students need to do self-

assessment. They are required to edit their work, using a storytelling checklist to 

correct the use of punctuation, sentence structures, and spelling. “Checklists provide 

an opportunity to gather general information about a reader in a relatively quick 

way”(Seely Flint, p.331). In addition, students have to do peer assessment where 

they share their narratives by reading it to their peers and discuss the improvements. 

Additionally, I will collect all the storybooks and mark them with a rubric and giving 

them positive feedback. According to Seely Flint (2017), formative assessments 

cannot only measure progress during the activity but also allow teachers to 

understand students’ strength and weakness. Last but not least, observation in the 

class is extremely important as the teacher can make assessments based on 

children’s abilities and prepare for future works (Medwell, 2012). 

 

References 
 

Holliday, M. (2009). Assessment for Writing. Strategies for Writing Success (pp. 61-

62). Australia: Primary English Teaching Association. 

Medwell, J. (2012). An Introduction to Assessing English. In C. Robyn (Eds.), 

Primary English Teaching: An introduction to language, literacy and learning. 

(pp. 99-113). Retrieved from 



http://www.petaa.edu.au/iMIS_Test/PETAA_Docs/Publications/Sample_Paper

s/PET101.pdf  

Seely Flint, A. (2017). Effective assessment practices for reading and writing. In A. 

Seely Flint & Proquest (Eds.), Literacy in Australia: pedagogies for 

engagement (pp. 311-350). Retrieved from https://ebookcentral-proquest-

com.ezproxy.lib.monash.edu.au/lib/monash/reader.action?docID=4748115&p

pg=323&tm=1529901797448  

 

Week 11 – Final Reflection about the project 
 
In this semester, we covered the content of building the field, learning about the 

genre, supported writing, supported reading independent writing, and assessment. 

Through group work, I have learned a lot of things that could assist me for my further 

teaching. Working in a group has its benefits because it provides an opportunity for 

students to share ideas to the peers and learn how to respect each other’s opinions. 

However, from my point of view, there is a drawback of working in a group. Due to 

the fact that each person has a different opinion,  it is difficult to decide what should 

include in the text, and how the picture book can be presented. 

By using the teaching and learning cycle curriculum framework, Luke & Freebody’s 

four resources model, I learn how to apply these knowledges now only for my own 

literacy but also for my further teaching as they can help us to understand that a 

successful reader is also a code breaker, text user, text participant and text analyst 

(Myread, 2002). 
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Personal Literacy Plan  
 

Activity 1 

Identified literacy area 

 I needed to expand my vocabulary. I have studied English Literature from last 

semester and I found that I was really struggling about the meaning of vocabulary 

when reading a novel. As a result, I had to interrupt my reading and go to check the 

dictionary. Consequently, it took me a long time to finish reading a fiction. 

 

Strategies for Improvement 

Reading the English article online every day is essential. After reading some parts of 

the article or novel, identify and make a list of unfamiliar words that I need to check 

from the dictionary. Also, classifying the synonyms, antonyms of the vocabulary so 

that I can learn the new words more effectively and efficiently. 

 

Evidence of improvement 

 From the beginning of this semester, I have begun to write down the unfamiliar 

words that I notice from the English websites, articles and the fictions. Then, I feel 

like I gain confidence when reading a novel. Besides, I can read quickly and 

understand the context compared to last semester. Currently, there are more than 

fifty words on my list. (see Figure 1.1 and 1.2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1.1 
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Activity 2 
 

Identified literacy area 

I figured out there are some spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors in my writing 

or essays. Even though I did proofreading each time after writing, there were still 

some misspelling or misuse the punctuation, and even the wrong grammar. As a 

result, readers had difficulty reading my writing or understanding the context itself. 

 

Strategies for Improvement 

I would like to go to the useful online resources from moodle and write down the 

vocabulary that I often misspell, the important grammar that I have to notice, and 

also the punctuation that I misuse frequently. For example, Cambridge Lantite Edge, 

or IXL.com. 

 

Evidence of improvement 

After going to these two websites, I make a note once a week to remind me of the 

spelling, grammar and punctuation errors that I often make a mistake. (see figure 

2.1, 2.2 & 2.3) Obviously, it really gives me an opportunity to improve my writing. 

When I ask my classmates to read my writings, they told me that they can 

understand better than the previous ones. Currently, the feedback I receive does not 

have any spelling or punctuation errors. 
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