
ACTIVATING SOCIAL 
CAPITAL IN COMMUNITY 

BASED LITERACY 
SPACES 

VIC TESOL Seminar: Building 
Communities for EAL Students 
26th May 2016 Bastow Institute 
Dr Kirsten Hutchison  
School of Education 
Deakin University 



RESEARCH  SCOPE & DESIGN 
 
  Program of research into home-school relations, educational inequality and homework 

  3 key studies over 6 years : 
  Homework practices in 3 Victorian primary school communities 
  Comparative study of homework in UK, Denmark & Australia  
  Homework Support and Community Literacy Programs for  primary and secondary refugee & EALD students  

inner and outer western Melbourne 

  Ethnographic and Visual Methodologies: 
  Interviews/surveys with students, teachers, parents , HSP staff & volunteer tutors, including pre service 

teacher tutors  
 Observations in Homework Support Programs 
  Video documentation of student/tutor interactions 

  Analysis of homework tasks and student work samples 



POSSIBILITIES, PROMISES  & 
PERCEPTIONS 
 
  Educational inequities arise when: 
  homes cannot offer dedicated space or time for homework, or family members do not have sufficient 

English language capabilities or knowledge of school educational practices to support students to 
successfully complete homework  

  (Hutchison, 2007; Brown, Miller & Mitchell, 2006).  

  UK: 
  Students attending Homework Support Programs (HSP), particularly those from minority ethnic 

communities,  demonstrate enhanced academic attainment, attitudes to school and attendance    
  (DFES, 2006) 

  Victoria: 
 HSPs develop students’ confidence, communication & social skills, improve student learning outcomes, 

offer expert help outside classroom not available in families  
  (REPP, 2008) 



NO PANACEAS 

  Homework requires complex forms of social and cultural capital 
 may be more difficult to access and assemble in: 

   working-class, poor or linguistically diverse communities 

  outer urban, rural, regional or remote locations 

  Homework Support Programs often reliant on: 
   short term, unreliable, limited funding and learning resources  
  insufficient supply of volunteer tutors with appropriate range of teaching skills 

  Attendance at Homework Support Programs: 
 Voluntary – may not attract those who most need support 
 Multiple motivations beyond homework and tutoring  
 May not be promoted by schools and teachers who are unaware of community programs  



 
 

  Students like it, they can actually relax, 
they’re at school, but it's a different 
environment. Most of the same rules 
apply, but they can be a bit noisier, they 
can have a joke, while they're doing their 
work which they're probably couldn't or 
shouldn't do while they're in class. So 
that's a big thing I’ve been trying to 
work on, making this a place the students 
actually want to come to.   

  HSP Co-ordinator  

School but different 



LEARNING LANDSCAPES – 
ACADEMIC LITERACIES 
  Social and collaborative learning 

  Multi-modal literacies and access to library 
resources 

  Egalitarian relationships between staff & 
students 

  Individualised tutoring available : language 
tutoring for  ESL students 

  Culturally consistent set of educational values 
between home and school enacted: 
  Foregrounding individual effort, self-discipline and 

academic achievement.  

  Test preparation: 
  revision techniques, skills development  for 

summarising and managing timed exams. 

  Drawing on group’s expertise: 
  highlighting efficient work practices and 

exemplary answers evident amongst students 

  Demonstration of research techniques: 
  Searching library catalogue &  Internet searching 
  helping students locate print materials and 

evaluating usefulness of on-line resources 

  Modelling effective approaches to studying 
novels: 
  demonstrating close reading and analysis of texts 

and editing students’ written work 



ACCESSING AND ACTIVATING 
CULTURAL CAPITAL 
Dylan  
   As an EAL student, Dylan experiences homework 
as labour intensive and time consuming. 

  No help available at home, although parents ask 
about homework progress: 
I never talk to my parents about homework. I do it myself, I’m a smart 

boy to work by myself.’  

  Easily distracted at home by playing computer 
games long into the night. 

  Without expert assistance, Dylan finds it 
impossible to keep up with teachers’ homework 
demands 

  Without  the Homework Support Program, Dylan 
would not see himself as a successful student: 

 Joel always helps me with everything I need, because 
he’s been through everything. He reads it, he gets it, 
and he explains it to me. 

Taya 

  I can't study at home, because there’s always 
little kids running around. I’ve got my 
nephews and nieces running around 
……..everybody’s in and out of each other’s 
place all the time.  

  I have lots of housework to do: vacuuming, 
dishes, washing clothes, hanging clothes on the 
line, folding clothes, I always do that first 
before I do homework. So that's another thing 
that stops me from doing homework, all that 
housework…I always get the housework out of 
the way first. I tell my mum that I have to do 
homework and she says, ‘You should’ve done 
that before you go and do sports.’  She thinks 
I’m playing sport after school; mostly I’m 
doing homework. 



BEYOND HOME WORK: 
COMMUNITY-BASED 

LITERACY SPACES 
Learning the rules of the game 



BRICK STREET LEARNING 
SPACE 
 
  Inner-city warehouse in Melbourne 

  Community education hub for multi-ethnic, 
socio-culturally diverse population including 
refugees from Afghanistan and the Sudan 

  Provides adult education, English language 
classes, vocational and computer classes  

  Advocacy, support and information for newly 
arrived migrants 

  Free after-school program in which young 
people work with volunteer tutors and 
mentors to do homework and creative arts 
projects, such as music recording and 
performances, visual arts, filmmaking and 
photography. 



LEARNING THE (UNWRITTEN) 
RULES 

  One Year 10 student wanted to get work experience for architecture and he wasn’t getting 
any help from school.... So we got out the Yellow Pages , sat in my office, and wrote a little 
script about how to politely ask for it [work experience]. I put the phone on speaker and he 
called about ten people until he started talking to this one guy and he was just like “Yeh that 
would be great, send me the forms”. It is horrible getting knocked back and it is so 
demoralizing doing it again and again, but having someone there with you saying, this is what 
is going to happen, but that is okay, we will just keep on going with the script. Otherwise he 
would probably have  done work experience at McDonalds . Work experience is really to 
provide opportunities, so you should shoot as high as you can go and see what happens. 

  Program Co-ordinator 



ACTIVATING CAPITAL 

  When my daughters have projects they come here and do their research on the 
computer. They print their projects here which is very hard even if I have computer at 
home it is very expensive to buy ink. The [computer] programs  here much better than 
we have at home. This is big help for me.... Also with their English they get help. At 
home for example when they say my teachers said that I must help them spell a word. 
And I do for them dictation and they say to me there’s not this word in our homework 
and I say yes there is and they say no because I cannot pronounce them. And they 
laughing at me. And I can’t help them with that at all so for me it’s very useful that 
they come here for the pronunciation.... They have nice teachers here and they have 
fun here and make new friends. The children can’t feel like they are teachers, they 
are their friends, they are very, very friendly. Very helpful...  

  Hanan, Mother of Mina & Mahsa 



SHAPING DISPOSITIONS: 
FUN, WORK, LEARN 

  I’ve got nothing to do at home so when I come here there’s always something to do... I 
do my homework here and sometimes when I need to do research I come here and 
when I need to print something because we’ve got  no colour in our printer at home 
and our computer’s really slow. So whenever I come here it’s easier to do everything. 
It’s always really, really fun because you can work and learn at the same time. At 
home my work takes me a long time to because I’m usually not concentrating  that 
well. It’s easier here because my parents don’t really know English so they can’t help 
me but here the volunteers can help so it’s really nice.   

  Mina, 10  



TRANSFORMING HABITUS 

  Before I came here I was falling behind. At home I’d sit down and watch TV and I 
would get distracted and my mum didn’t know English and she couldn’t help me.  

  Time is more focused here. I get to be a better student at school. Because before I 
came here I didn’t know how to use a computer properly. I know so much more than 
the average person who uses a computer. Just the normal things like Photoshop and 
Illustrator that will help me later on when I get a job. Like if I want to become a 
Graphic Designer or an Illustrator which I’m considering, because of coming here.  

  Mahsa, 15 



 HOMEWORK AND 
COMMUNITY LITERACY  
SUPPORT PROGRAMS 
  powerful sites of learning and community engagement 
  productive of academic dispositions, knowledge and learner agency 
  foster  

  individualised learning 

  retention & participation in education 

  development of multi-literacies 

  inter-cultural collaboration & social learning 

  creative play 

  lifelong learning 

  individual and community capacity building 

  social cohesion 


