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Acknowledgement of Country

I would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of 
the land on which we are today.

I would also like to pay respects to Elders past and 
present and specifically acknowledge the important role 
of story in the history, and the lives, of the traditional 
owners of this land.
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LMERC – key information

LMERC is a DE specialised library with a focus on EAL, Languages, Cross 
Curriculum Priority Areas & Intercultural Capability
LMERC provides
• Free state-wide service for all schools with free postage for government 

schools
• long loans – 12 weeks for school staff
• Monday to Friday – 9am to 5pm 
• Open all through the school holidays
• Level 1, 189 Faraday Street, Carlton
• Email: lmerc.library@education.vic.gov.au
• Phone: 9349 1418 02 or 9057 4400

mailto:lmerc.library@education.vic.gov.au
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Newsletter

• Subscribe to the LMERC newsletter – 2 per term 
includes new  resources at LMERC & online, 
professional learning and event information, relevant 
programs and journal article alerts.

mailto:lmerc.library@education.vic.gov.au?subject=Subscribe
mailto:lmerc.library@education.vic.gov.au?subject=Subscribe
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Resources at LMERC
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LMERC collection overview

• 26,000 items in catalogue
• In over 60 languages
• All formats – books, games, websites, 

electronic resources, realia, flash cards, 
songs, articles, posters, puppets, eBooks

• Teacher reference
• Bilingual and monolingual resources
• LearnPath guides (curated resource 

collections) 
• Reading lists 
• Resource lists
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EAL resources

• Resources to support EAL curriculum
• Teaching and learning reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, grammar, pronunciation 
and more 

• Strategies, quick tips and ideas
• Lesson plans / content
• Games, flash cards, sequencing tiles, 

flipcharts, board games
• Language background information

 

50 Strategies for teaching 
English language learners 
by Adrienne L. Herrell and 
Michael Jordan

https://tinyurl.com/2x6fzvqw
https://tinyurl.com/2x6fzvqw
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Reading Lists
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LearnPath pages

Preventing and addressing racism LearnPath

https://lmerc.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/learnpath/guide/PreventingAddressingRacism
https://lmerc.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/learnpath/guide/PreventingAddressingRacism
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Teacher reference EAL resources at LMERC – some examples
100 Ideas for Primary Teachers - supporting EAL Learners by Chris Pim (2018) – 
also available – Early Years, Secondary, ADHD, 

An EAL/D handbook: Teaching and learning across the curriculum when English 
is an additional language or dialect by Primary English Teaching Association 
Australia: Helen Harper & Susan Feez (Eds.) (2020)

Learning English as an additional language in the early years: hundreds of ideas 
for supporting children with English as an additional language by Anita Soni & Liz 
Rouse (2017)

Scaffolding Language, Scaffolding Learning by Pauline Gibbons (2014)

Empowering EAL Learners in Secondary Schools A Practical Resource to Support 
the Language Development of Multilingual Learners by Joanna Kolota (2024)

https://tinyurl.com/2efauetz
https://tinyurl.com/2efauetz
https://tinyurl.com/2efauetz
https://tinyurl.com/2efauetz
https://tinyurl.com/yeqvolew
https://tinyurl.com/yeqvolew
https://tinyurl.com/yg5eyrap
https://tinyurl.com/yg5eyrap
https://tinyurl.com/ygvqhod3
https://tinyurl.com/25w3jjvv
https://tinyurl.com/25w3jjvv
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Teacher reference EAL resources at LMERC – some examples
Supporting the wellbeing of children with EAL : essential ideas for practice and 
reflection by Liam A. Murphy (2023)

Supporting Children with EAL in the Early Years by Judith Harries (2020)

Doing diversity differently in a culturally complex world: critical perspectives on 
multicultural education by Megan Watkins and Greg Noble (2021)

Classrooms of possibility: supporting at-risk EAL students edited by Jennifer 
Hammond and Jennifer Miller (2015)

The ELL teacher's toolbox 2.0 : hundreds of practical ideas to support your 
students by Larry Ferlazzo and Katie Hull Sypnieski (2025)

https://tinyurl.com/23rz4d7v
https://tinyurl.com/23rz4d7v
https://tinyurl.com/248h48s2
https://tinyurl.com/2cfnap6f
https://tinyurl.com/2cfnap6f
https://tinyurl.com/yzvrkbe9
https://tinyurl.com/yzvrkbe9
https://tinyurl.com/yzvrkbe9
https://tinyurl.com/2dcc57b3
https://tinyurl.com/2dcc57b3
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eBooks for EAL
OVERDRIVE – SORA
A handpicked selection of digital resources for teachers and learners available from the Overdrive Sora app. Use your 
LMERC card number and password to access these resources. Includes bilingual picture dictionaries and stories, 
picture books by First Nation's authors, science related mentor texts, strategies for EAL and languages teaching and 
resources for teaching about wellbeing and resilience. 

ePlatform
Access the LMERC eBook and Audiobook collection from ePlatform. A selection of primary and secondary picture 
books and novels (some non-fiction too). Separate sign-up required. You must be a LMERC member (and Victorian 
educator) to access the LMERC collection. The ePlatform app includes a translation tool - look for the book/speaker 
icon once you borrow an eBook.

How to register for ePlatform
2 minute video - how to use Immersive Reader for text to speech; EAL and translation

https://soraapp.com/library/lmerc
https://lmerc.eplatform.co/
https://tinyurl.com/2fsutvtw
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feplatform.lt.acemlna.com%2FProd%2Flink-tracker%3FredirectUrl%3DaHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZlcGxhdGZvcm0uYWMtcGFnZS5jb20lMkZsZWFybmluZ3N1cHBvcnQ%3D%26sig%3D44c5zDZuu8X8GLSRfRQdkjc8yCiUBjeABhcJFKsvBNhA%26iat%3D1675898198%26a%3D%257C%257C477660717%257C%257C%26account%3Deplatform.activehosted.com%26email%3Dk3esuBvrdkhDRqKb39g388HZXUlp17e0fnzKrjwemTpYbeIpOj%252FcTb4bENRY6mxn%26s%3D94932d0f4e29179326d73fcf43cf37f4%26i%3D171A187A3A2788&data=05%7C01%7Cruth.woolven%40education.vic.gov.au%7C26683aed517b4edb1db708db0a300b63%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638114973708236025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YVF5wiEdEBDRB55%2BC7DTXEFSXZmTnQ%2B%2FG0ugbznETqA%3D&reserved=0
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Using immersive reader
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ePlatform
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Example - Arc – Session 2 - The teaching and learning cycle (TLC) 
and assessment
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Decodables on ePlatform - fiction
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Decodables on ePlatform – non fiction
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Text features using ePlatform
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Scanning pens

• Scan text to hear in English
• Can attach headphones
• In built dictionary

How would you use this device 
with students?
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Victorian Lesson Plans

LMERC has some of the English core texts (hard copy and eBooks) from the Victorian Lesson Plans 
available for loan.

This reading list shows the English core texts LMERC members can borrow to support curriculum-aligned 
text study.

This text in ePlatform does 
not have immersive reader 
but it is a ReadAloud and it is 
used in one of the English 
lesson plans for Foundation.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farc.educationapps.vic.gov.au%2F54811.rsf&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Woolven%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf4b230c42bdd439303d608de20c62544%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638984232558950726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bt%2BpP9sWkIunVXuRoMgA0T14dwZruAdLQcasSgQ4zhc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farc.educationapps.vic.gov.au%2Flearning%2Fsites%2Flesson-plans%3FsearchTerm%3D*%26filter%3DPAGETemplateType%253AEnglish%2BText%2BStudy&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Woolven%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf4b230c42bdd439303d608de20c62544%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638984232558971196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ROCAToKs8v5hEMGTVGV9sTz0vytb6VNOJ%2FC8dT54X8A%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flmerc.softlinkhosting.com.au%2Foliver%2FOpacLogin%3FsearchField%3DKEYWORD%26origin%3DreadingLists%26corporation%3Dlmerc%26isReloadFacets%3Dtrue%26operator%3DbestMatch%26url%3D%252Fhome%252Fsearch%26facets%3D%255B%257B%2522field%2522%253A%2522topiclist%2522%252C%2522terms%2522%253A%255B%2522English%2BLesson%2BPlans%2B-%2BCore%2BTexts%2522%255D%257D%255D%26useListInput%3Dfalse%26isFederated%3Dfalse%26isFromMainSearchBox%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Woolven%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf4b230c42bdd439303d608de20c62544%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638984232558980841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9H%2FeSsSqbwJ2U3YJMYXw0WfQQY1cm%2BtU0kts1P1qKvc%3D&reserved=0


21

Multilingual resources 

Multilingual resources available at LMERC
• Dictionaries
• Glossaries for subject areas
• Posters
• Fiction and non-fiction readers, novels
• Bi-lingual pictuebooks
• Digital audio pen kits

Free multilingual ebooks online
Storyweaver

Let’s read Asia 
Unite for literacy 

African Storybook

Global Storybooks Portal | Literacy for all – Global 
Storybooks is a free multilingual literacy resource for 
children and youth worldwide available online. Read, 
download and listen to a wide variety of illustrated stories 
from many countries around the world. The site provide 
respect for L1 and allows students to choose from a huge 
range of books and at a range of levels.

https://storyweaver.org.in/
https://reader.letsreadasia.org/
https://reader.letsreadasia.org/
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
https://www.africanstorybook.org/
https://globalstorybooks.net/
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Resource for teachers to support plurilingual awareness and 
translanguaging practices in the classroom

Plurilingual awareness and translanguaging - LMERC resource list

https://tinyurl.com/y8huhgkf
https://tinyurl.com/y8huhgkf
https://tinyurl.com/y8huhgkf
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Games, clothes, puppet kits and other realia

Hirigana & katakana balls
Class sets of traditional 
clothes, games, food

Puppet sets, role play, 
play scripts

Musical instruments –
class set of Chinese 
drums

Some examples of objects and games
LMERC also has resources about play based learning

Measure relative distance 
between planets

https://lmerc.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/learnpath/guide/ImaginativePlay
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Communicative activities and games
Conversation cubes, bingo, flashcards, flip charts, games about feelings, tactile objects

Communicative games – LMERC resource list

https://tinyurl.com/yaemhsvy
https://tinyurl.com/yaemhsvy
https://tinyurl.com/yaemhsvy
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Resources about racism, diversity, emotions, school, resilience

Preventing & Addressing Racism LearnPath

https://lmerc.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/learnpath/guide/PreventingAddressingRacism
https://lmerc.softlinkhosting.com.au/oliver/learnpath/guide/PreventingAddressingRacism
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Scaffolding and differentiation

High interest / limited text reading materials 

Resources available with 
• Reduced text
• Supporting visuals
• Glossaries
• Content in first language
More information about differentiation from the Bell Foundation

SPELD (SA) Phonic Books ‘The SPELD SA Phonic Books were created to provide low cost / free 
resources to support the educational needs of children, young adults, and those who have English as 
a second language. Different versions of the same book can be used online, downloaded onto a 
computer, iPad, tablet or printed as a book.’

https://victesol.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/UK_Classroom-Support-Strategies-Primary-Feb-18-1.pdf
https://speldsa.org.au/pages/speld-sa-phonic-books
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Teaching academic language and scaffolding 

Intensive language scaffolding across 
the curriculum by Jenny Miller and 
Miranda MacCallum
Unit of work also available in word format (to 
adapt) from LMERC catalogue 

Apprenticing students into 
science by John Polias

Arc – CLIL Year 7 Science, Scientific 
method, vocabulary

Teacher guidance and practical resources 
available

https://tinyurl.com/yt42bf7t
https://tinyurl.com/yt42bf7t
https://tinyurl.com/yh42by3m
https://tinyurl.com/yh42by3m
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/4BNT2W/year-7-english-clil-science-unit
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/4BNT2W/year-7-english-clil-science-unit
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/4BNT2W/year-7-english-clil-science-unit
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/4BNT2W/year-7-english-clil-science-unit
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Online resources - DE

Arc - You can access units of work and recorded webinars on a range of EAL-related 
assessment and reporting topics.

Beginning EAL - Australian Animals | Resource | Arc

TEAL  – Common Language Assessment Tool 
TEAL is an assessment ‘toolkit’ developed by teachers for 
teachers working with children who are learning English as an 
additional language (EAL) in Australia.

https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/sites/eal
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/69880
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/69880
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/learning/resource/69880
http://teal.global2.vic.edu.au/assessment-tools/common-oral-assessment-tasks/
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Bell Foundation resources

https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/resources/teaching-resources/
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/resources/detail/dna/
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Animal Farm

https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/resources/detail/animal-farm-by-george-orwell/
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Culturally diverse and representative texts
Resources are available that validate and represent all students and promote intercultural 
understanding and global perspectives. 
• providing positive representations
• being mindful of who is telling the story – authority / permissions
• in a range of voices
• encourage the use of more diverse stories especially for books read to the class
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Questions to ask

• Do we have stories that include the cultures and languages represented by 
families in our school and the broader community?

• Do we have stories that accurately represent the diversity in Australia?
• Are there stories about contemporary life of particular groups as well as folk tales 

and legends?
• Do we have a range of genres?
• Are people displayed in a stereotypical, exotic or unusual ways?
• Are the characters developed as individuals? 
• Do the characters have agency or power over their lives and decisions?
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Finding culturally diverse literature

• National Centre for Australian Children’s literature – Cultural Diversity database  & Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait Islander Resource 
Searchable databases (by themes in books, year levels, Australian curriculum links)

• Reading Australia (Copyright Australia) – they create teacher resources for a diverse range of 
Australian literature for all levels. 
Refugees Archives - Reading Australia
Workshop: Teaching Culturally Sensitive Texts - Reading Australia
Teaching challenging and culturally sensitive texts - Reading Australia

• Teaching Graphic Novels to Adolescent Multilingual (and All) Learners:
Universal Design, Pedagogy, and Practice by Kristine Gritter, Xu Bian, 
Deborah Van Duinen, Bill Boerman-Cornell and Verity Kiv (c2024)

https://www.ncacl.org.au/resources/databases/welcome-to-the-ncacl-cultural-diversity-database/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/resources/databases/welcome-to-the-aboriginal-and-or-torres-strait-islander-resource/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/resources/databases/welcome-to-the-aboriginal-and-or-torres-strait-islander-resource/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/themes/refugees/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/themes/refugees/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/themes/refugees/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/2020/09/workshop-teaching-culturally-sensitive-texts/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/2020/09/workshop-teaching-culturally-sensitive-texts/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/2020/09/workshop-teaching-culturally-sensitive-texts/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/2021/08/teaching-challenging-sensitive-texts/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/2021/08/teaching-challenging-sensitive-texts/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/2021/08/teaching-challenging-sensitive-texts/
https://tinyurl.com/27mblcx3
https://tinyurl.com/27mblcx3
https://tinyurl.com/27mblcx3
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Some of our resource lists

https://tinyurl.com/2xz4mtof
https://tinyurl.com/y96h92ab
https://tinyurl.com/t3pc8mr
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Diverse texts at different levels
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Short stories

Growing up series (Indian, Muslim, Aboriginal, Asian) – Years 9-10 (C2-C4)

Meet me at the intersection edited by Rebecca Lim & Ambelin Kwaymullina – 
Years 9-10 (C2-C4)

Remembered by heart – Year 7-10 (C2-C4)

Where the shoreline used to be: an anthology from Australia and beyond 
edited by Susan La Marca and Pam Macintyre (2016)

Things a map won't show you edited by Susan La Marca & Pam Macintyre 
(2012)

https://tinyurl.com/29abshyo
https://tinyurl.com/y78hlrka
https://tinyurl.com/yf95xje4
https://tinyurl.com/y47adk8k
https://tinyurl.com/y5rjrn94
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Wordless picture books
The Arrival by Shaun Tan - Years 7-10 (CL-C1)

A story about moving to a country and culture that is bewildering and strange. Intricate monochrome 
pictures. Students can use the visuals to retell the story, discuss mood and imagery, create 
questions and prompts for discussions and written responses

Years 7-9 (CL-C1)
Belonging by Jeannie Baker 

Imagine by Raul Colon

https://tinyurl.com/223hnrfl
https://tinyurl.com/28h7f9aa
https://tinyurl.com/26axsgvh
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What sort of requests do we receive?

Request:
We need some useful 
information/resources 
regarding Sikh head 
coverings. A young student 
wears a patka and it is  
creating some comments from 
his classmates. I thought it 
would be helpful if I had some 
background information on the 
practise of wearing these and 
any helpful resources to use 
with the class.

Feedback:

“We showed the books to 
parent at the Parent/Teacher 
interviews at the end of last 
term. She actually took them 
home with her as she wanted 
to share them at home and 
talk about them with her son 
further as he didn’t want us to 
share them with the class.”
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What sort of requests do we receive?

Request:
We need some resources that 
explain the different ways the 
hijab is worn. Some girls are 
teasing each other about 
wearing their hijabs differently. 
The teacher was interested in 
a particular book which we did 
not have so we ordered it and 
some others.

I sent a picture book that 
showed women wearing 
hijabs differently and a picture 
book about hair.
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Online resources – Other organisations

VicTESOL
VicTESOL is a professional association committed to promoting excellence 
in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages and fostering and supporting 
cultural and linguistic diversity through high quality multicultural education.
Research Unit for Multilingualism and Cross-Cultural Communication

Home — RUMACCC | Faculty of Arts (unimelb.edu.au)
• Information and advice
• Multilingual readers
• Flyers – 

• Languages programs and EAL students: Understanding the benefits
• Diversity in language programs
• Multilingualism and second language learning: misconceptions and myths 
• More languages, more benefits

Information on multilingualism - RUMACCC | Faculty of Arts (unimelb.edu.au)

https://victesol.vic.edu.au/about/
https://arts.unimelb.edu.au/research-unit-for-multilingualism-and-cross-cultural-communication
https://arts.unimelb.edu.au/research-unit-for-multilingualism-and-cross-cultural-communication
https://arts.unimelb.edu.au/research-unit-for-multilingualism-and-cross-cultural-communication
https://arts.unimelb.edu.au/research-unit-for-multilingualism-and-cross-cultural-communication/community/information-on-multilingualism
https://arts.unimelb.edu.au/research-unit-for-multilingualism-and-cross-cultural-communication/community/information-on-multilingualism
https://arts.unimelb.edu.au/research-unit-for-multilingualism-and-cross-cultural-communication/community/information-on-multilingualism
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© State of Victoria (Department of Education) 2025

An Introduction to the Languages & Multicultural Education Resource Centre is provided under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
licence. You are free to re-use the work under that licence, on the condition that you credit the State of Victoria (Department of Education), indicate if 
changes were made and comply with the other licence terms, see: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

The licence does not apply to:
• any images, photographs, trademarks or branding, including the Victorian Government logo and the DE logo; and
• content supplied by third parties.

Copyright queries may be directed to copyright@education.vic.gov.au
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