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VCE English as an 
Additional Language 
examination 2024

Exploring study design links, 
examination tasks and expected 
qualities

Overview of the presentation

• The curriculum – key knowledge and key skills

• Internal assessment 

• External assessment

Reading and responding 
to texts

Section A
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Key knowledge and skills
‒ the features of analytical writing in response to a 

text, including the use of appropriate 
metalanguage

‒ the conventions of small group and whole class 
discussion, including ways of developing 
constructive interactions and building on ideas of 
others in discussion

‒ comprehension strategies to develop fluent 
listening

‒ the conventions of discussion and debate
‒ the conventions of syntax, punctuation and 

spelling of Standard Australian English.

The purpose of the key 
knowledge and the key skills is 
to provide opportunities to 
students to develop their 
understanding and capacity.

Reading & responding to texts
Key skills

‒ apply reading and viewing strategies to a text
‒ read and engage with a text for meaning
‒ engage in discussions to clarify, test and extend views about a 

text 
‒ employ appropriate metalanguage
‒ explore and analyse:

 the dynamics of a text including characters’ motivations, 
the tensions in relationships, the function of settings, the 
complexities of plot and the role of point of view 

 the ideas, concerns and conflicts in a text
 the historical context, and the social and cultural values 

in a text
 explore and analyse the impact of the vocabulary, text 

structures and language features on a text and how these 
elements shape meaning 

These skills invite deep 
engagement and 
transferable skills.

Reading & responding to texts

• explore and analyse the impact of the 
vocabulary, text structures and language 
features on a text and how these elements shape 
meaning

• plan, construct and edit analytical writing that:
• responds explicitly to set topics
• develops and sustains ideas 
• explores and refines the organisational 

structures of analytical writing
• demonstrates knowledge of a text
• uses key evidence from a text to support 

ideas and analysis
• demonstrates understanding of purpose, 

audience and context

• listen to a spoken text relevant to the wider 
study of a text

• apply appropriate listening comprehension 
strategies to support understanding of a set 
text through engagement with a spoken, audio 
or audio visual source

• use the appropriate conventions of syntax, 
punctuation and spelling of Standard 
Australian English.

But the key skills also 
offer explicit reference 
to assessment and 
assessment tasks.

Reading and responding to texts
Key knowledge

‒ reading and viewing strategies to draw 
out meanings in a text

‒ the dynamics of a text including 
characters’ motivations, the tensions in 
relationships, the function of settings, 
the complexities of plot and the role of 
point of view

‒ ideas, concerns and conflicts in a text
‒ vocabulary, text structures and language 

features in a text used to construct 
meaning

‒ the historical context, and the social and 
cultural values in a text

The exam task and 
specifications are 
drawn from the study 
design, specifically the 
key knowledge and the 
key skills.
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Internal assessment is focused on the outcome statement

• Listen to and discuss ideas, concerns and values presented in a text, informed by selected vocabulary, text structures and language 
features and how they make meaning.

And a particular form of assessment:

Comprehension of an audio/audio visual text focused on historical, cultural and/or social values in a set text through (Task 2)

• Short-answer responses

Or

• Note form summaries

Students are awarded:

• 20 marks

Internal assessment has a different purpose to that of external assessment. It can be cohort specific, broad, diverse in 
conditions, offer deep feedback, shared with peers, and celebrated.

Section A – Sample exam

Section A – sample topics

Students will be directed 
explicitly to discuss ideas, rather 
than directly about characters.

Assessment Criteria
Section A will be assessed against the following criteria:

 knowledge and understanding of the text, its structure, and the ideas, concerns
and values it explores

 development of a clear analysis in response to the topic

 use of evidence from the text to support the analysis

 control  of the conventions of the English language to convey meaning
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Creating texts

Section B

Creating texts
Key knowledge
 the role of mentor texts as models of effective and cohesive

writing
 vocabulary, text structures and language features used in 

effective and cohesive writing
 the ways purpose, context (including mode) and audience

shape writing
 the range of ideas presented in various ways in mentor texts 
 different language modes and their effects on structure and 

meaning
 the ways the purpose of the author hones the use of language
 strategies to generate and develop ideas
 writing processes including drafting, refining and considering 

feedback
 the value of collaboration and discussion
 standard and non-standard conventions of language, including 

syntax, punctuation and spelling.

Key knowledge and key skills 
can be transferable and 
examinable. 

Creating texts
Key skills

 read and explore mentor texts to understand the 
mechanics of effective and cohesive writing

 experiment with vocabulary, text structures and 
language features for effective and cohesive writing

 create texts with a stated purpose (to express, to 
reflect, to explain or to argue) and an understanding of 
context (including mode) and audience 

 select and apply writing processes

 generate and use ideas, and discuss, develop and 
extend ideas

 explore and employ voices appropriate to purpose, 
context (including mode) and audience

 experiment with and extend vocabulary for effective
and cohesive writing

Key knowledge and key 
skills can be transferable 
and examinable. 

Creating texts

 plan, create, draft, refine and complete individual 
writing

 collaborate and provide feedback in class, including 
through listening and speaking, with peers and 
teachers

 explain and comment on the vocabulary, text 
structures and language features, conventions and 
ideas used in their own writing

 reflect on and share the implications of authorial 
choices in their own writing and the writings of others

 apply standard and non-standard conventions of 
language, including syntax, punctuation and spelling, 
where appropriate.

Value all the key skills regardless 
of their relationship to external 
assessment.
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Internal assessment
Internal assessment is focused on the outcome statement

• Demonstrate effective writing skills by producing their own texts, designed to respond to a specific 
context and audience to achieve a stated purpose; and comment on the decisions made through writing 
processes.

And a particular form of assessment

• A written text constructed in consideration of audience, purpose and context x 2

• A set of annotations reflecting on writing processes.

Students are awarded:

• 20 marks x 2 (2 x texts)

• 10 marks (set of annotations)

Internal assessment has a different purpose to that of external assessment. It can be cohort specific, 
broad, diverse in conditions, offer deep feedback, shared with peers, and celebrated.

Section B - Sample exam

Section B – Country Section B – Protest
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Section B – Personal journeys Section B – Play

Section B – Exam Assessment Criteria

• use of relevant idea(s) drawn from one Framework of Ideas, the title provided and 
at least one piece of stimulus material

• creation of a cohesive text that connects to a clear purpose(s)

• use of suitable text structure and language features to create the text

• control of the conventions of the English language to convey meaning

Analysing argument

Section C
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Analysing argument
Key knowledge

 Use of contention and supporting arguments including:

 sequence and structure
 supporting evidence
 language
 techniques and strategies

 the role of visuals in supporting and augmenting argument

 the ways authors employ arguments to position intended 
audiences

 the features of print and digital, and audio and/or audio 
visual, texts used by authors to position intended 
audiences

There are elements 
that will not 
necessarily be 
examined, but are 
considered crucial for 
contemporary 
students. 

Analysing argument

 the context in which a text appears and how the identity of the author can affect an 
audience’s reaction to a text intended to persuade

 the conventions of discussion and debate such as active listening, monitoring and 
evaluating arguments, and questioning

 the ways that effective persuasive texts counter arguments through rebuttal, respectful 
disagreement, and a focus on the arguments, tempering personal responses to powerful, 
challenging or contentious issues

 the features of analytical responses to texts that position audiences, including relevant 
metalanguage

 the structures and conventions appropriate for spoken texts that present an argument
 the conventions of syntax, punctuation and spelling of Standard Australian English.

Analysing argument
Key skills
 summarise the key points in persuasive texts
 identify and analyse, and apply:

 the intent and logical development of an argument
 the different evidence the author uses to support arguments
 the language used by the author to position or persuade an audience to share a point 

of view
 the way in which arguments and language complement one another and interact to 

position the intended audience
 the effect of the author’s identity and context on the intended audience
 the role of visuals to support and enhance argument
 the features of print, and audio and/or audio visual texts
 the intonation, volume, pace, pausing and stress used when presenting a point of 

view in audio and/or audio visual texts

Example of explicit key skills for 
assessment but can also be 
considered transferable. Analysing argument

 apply the conventions and protocols of discussion and 
debate

 extend individual capacity to use language confidently
 apply relevant metalanguage
 use textual evidence appropriately to support analytical 

responses
 plan, review, edit and refine analytical responses, using 

individual reflection and peer feedback
 apply active listening, reading and viewing strategies to 

support a deepened understanding of persuasive texts
 apply the key structures and features of a spoken point of 

view text
 demonstrate understanding of purpose, context and 

audience
 apply the appropriate conventions of syntax, punctuation 

and spelling of Standard Australian English.

Equally, while some skills are 
not directly examinable, they 
inform the deep and rich 
knowledge that is examinable. 
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Internal assessment
Internal assessment is focused on the outcome statement

 Analyse the use of argument and language in persuasive texts, including one written text (print or digital) 
and one text in another mode (audio and/or audio visual); and develop and present a point of view text.

And a particular form of assessment

• An analytical response to argument in written form.*  

• A point of view oral presentation

Students are awarded:

• 40 marks (analytical response

• 20 marks (point of view oral presentation)

Internal assessment has a different purpose to that of external assessment. It can be cohort specific, 
broad, diverse in conditions, offer deep feedback, shared with peers, and celebrated.

*Students must analyse one written text 
(print or digital) and one other form of text 
(audio or audio visual) that have appeared 
in the media since 1 September of the 
previous year.

Section C – Sample exam

Section C - The task – what it is not!

NOT TWO TEXTS

“TEXT”

No 
second 
text!

Section C – The Task
A single text 
with 
embedded 
images.

Context and Audience 
and are made clear. 
Students need to 
determine the Purpose.
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Section C – Exam assessment criteria

• understanding of contention, argument(s), and point of view

• analysis of ways in which written and spoken language and visuals are used to 
present argument(s) and to persuade an intended audience

• use of evidence from the text to support the analysis

• control of the conventions of the English language to convey meaning

Questions

Contact

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 2023. Some elements in this presentation may be owned 
by third parties. VCAA presentations may be reproduced in accordance with the VCAA Copyright Policy, and as 
permitted under the Copyright Act 1968. VCE is a registered trademark of the VCAA.

Kellie Heintz

• EAL Curriculum Manager

• 0472 810 381

• kellie.heintz@education.vic.gov.au
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