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The Nordic Countries

* The Nordic countries, are a geographical and
cultural region in Northern Europe and the North
Atlantic, where they are most commonly known
as Norden

* The Nordic Region consists
of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland,
and Iceland, as well as the Faroe Islands,
Greenland, and Aland

* The Nordic countries have much in common in
their way of life, history, religion and social
structure

* The region has a population of around 26 million
people

Picture retrieved from https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/11145-corruption-harms-
nordics-reputation




Early Childhood Education in Finland




* Early childhood education and care (ECEC) is part of the
Finnish education system and an important stage on the child’s
path of growing and learning.

* ECEC lays a foundation for lifelong learning. The Finnish ECEC is
based on an integrated approach to care, education and
Ea rly teaching, the so-called “educare” model, with particular
emphasis on pedagogy.

C h | ‘ d h OO0 d * The mission of ECEC is to promote children’s holistic growth,
development and learning in collaboration with their

Educat|on |n guardians.

: * Understanding the importance and pedagogical possibilities of
F N | dn d play for the child in the promotion of wellbeing and learning is
essential for ECEC.

* All children under school-age have a subjective right to early '
childhood education and care (ECEC).

* The parents of the child decide whether or not their child /
participates in ECEC




The curriculum in a nutshell

Transversal competences

Cultural Multiliteracy and
Thinking and competence, Taking care of competence in Participation and
learning interaction and oneself and information and involvement
self-expression managing daily life communication
technology

e b Pedagogical activities in ECE Rich world of language
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Education, instruction and care

Underlying values Conception of learning

The picture above shows all the aspects of the Finnish curriculum in short.



Perspectives
on language
learning

varies across
the Nordic
countries

* In all of the Nordic countries we have seen a rapid
increase in the number of different languages spoken in
education contexts. A widely agreed notion today is that
bilingualism and multilingualism are important capital in
the globalised world.

* There is variance in how different Nordic countries
support early language learning, which may even reflect
ideological differences toward languages and language
teaching (Garcia, 2009; Harju-Luukkainen, Flynn &
Garvis, 2018)

* On the basis of national steering documents Harju-
Luukkainen, Flynn and Garvis (2018) argue that Finland
can be seen as a country with a language ideology that
gives larger possibilities for early language learning
compared to Sweden, for instance. /
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Distribution of people aged 25-64 by knowledge of foreign languages, 2007, 2011 and 2016

(%)

No foreign One foreign Two foreign Three or more

language language languages foreign

2007 2011 2016 2007 2011 2016 2007 2011 2016 2007 2011 2016

EU 37.0 343 354 384 354 35.2 17.7 213 21.0 7.0 91 84
Belgium (') 321 421 215 16.3 138 18.2 26.1 235 335 254 206 269
Bulgaria (') 441 61.1 50.5 30.0 244 325 212 17 137 47 28 33
Czechia 319 309 210 346 396 447 247 224 269 88 71 74
Denmark 120 59 42 358 26.3 299 385 431 412 136 247 246 .
Germany 286 215 213 413 419 417 215 263 26.6 87 103 104 FO re I g n
Estonia 136 145 88 304 241 264 353 351 391 206 263 257
Ireland (%) : 727 492 : 208 299 : 52 154 : 13 56
Greece 434 419 335 448 430 485 99 122 153 20 30 27 |
Spain 46.6 489 458 354 340 348 136 126 143 43 45 52 a n g u a g e S
France (") 412 412 399 359 349 354 184 19.2 201 45 46 46
Croatia 314 : 268 397 : 452 213 : 218 76 : 6.2 .
Italy 386 401 340 338 396 416 209 16.6 201 6.7 37 44 S p O ke n I n
Cyprus 146 16.1 105 59.3 56.7 622 179 19.2 203 81 8.0 7.0
Latvia 51 51 42 40.0 357 337 429 46.1 493 120 131 127
Lithuania 25 27 45 315 407 429 458 447 39.0 203 19 137 E b
Luxembourg (*)(*) : 11 55 : 50 16.2 : 220 271 : 720 51.2 U ro p e y
Hungary (') 748 63.2 576 176 259 286 6.3 92 1.1 13 17 27
Malta 83 109 82 26.0 247 324 428 457 432 228 186 16.2
Netherlands : 139 137 : 252 287 : 371 371 : 237 206 C O u n t ry b y
Austria 203 219 138 504 50.5 496 202 18.9 233 91 88 134
Poland 373 381 329 39.0 387 450 196 192 19.2 41 40 28
Portugal 513 415 310 223 26.6 289 175 205 248 89 115 153 E t t
Romania 69.6 : 642 19.2 : 247 99 : 10.2 13 : 09 U rOS a
Slovenia 77 76 159 205 15.0 207 372 326 257 346 449 377

Finland
Sweden ()

North Macedonia A E 317 ﬁ . 386 ﬂ : 200 . E 97

Albania : : 599 : : 259 : . 109 : : 32
Serbia : 374 207 : 474 372 : 123 216 : 29 205

Turkau TER o4 0 2R 22 . n2



Country Core curriculum for ECEC Perspective

Sweden LPFO 2018, 19 pages The preschool shall give each child the conditions to
develop both the Swedish language and his or her mother
tongue, if the child has a mother tongue other than
Swedish.

Language, learning and identity development are closely
linked.

Frameworkplan for kindergartens Kindergartens shall acknowledge and value the children’s
2017, 64 pages different forms of communication and language...
All children shall receive appropriate language
stimulation in kindergarten, and all children shall be able - Norway
to participate in activities that promote communication w Finland
and comprehensive language development.
highlight linguistic and cultural diversity ...and promote
diversity in communication, language and other forms of
expression.
include all children in language stimulation activities

m Sweden

Finland Varhaiskasvatussuunnitelman
perusteet, 2016, 63 pages

Amount of
mentions




Bilingual education in Finland — The Finnish perspective

* Finland is a bilingual country by its
constitution

* All these language programmes are
voluntary

* There are no steering documents
LRI SRl stating how the second language

possibilities in

ECEC education should be delivered in

practice. However, there are some
research on best practices and also
descriptions of immersion didactics or
pedagogy in the Finnish context (e.g.
Harju-Luukkainen, 2007, 2013).



English Early Language Immersion in Finland
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Thank you!
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Prof. Susanne
Garvis

* Access inequality — a
critical reflection on
preschool quality, access
and affordability




Is universal access the solution?

Early childhood education is considered a great "equaliser"” to prevent the intergenerational
transmission of poverty and exclusion (Morabito et al. 2013).

Van Lancker (2017) points out that preschool use and preschool inequality are inversely related-
where if there is a shortage of places, higher income families benefit the most as they are able to
navigate the system to obtain a place where needed, in a desirable location and understand the
importance of early education.

International research suggests that across a wide range of countries, children from certain social

backgrounds are still less likely to be enrolled in services geared towards the general child
population (Gambaro et al., 2014; Oberhuemer, 2014).



Barriers to universal access

Cost, despite government assistance, has also been found as a potential barrier for lower qualified
mothers who have less income (Wirth, 2013).

Moreover, there are concerns of how preschools respond to the increased diverse needs of families
and communities in different contexts, with migrant children least likely to attend preschool
(Vandenbroeck & Lazzari, 2014).

While earlier international research has focused on barriers within families and parental choice for
not enrolling in preschools (Vandenbroeck & Lazzati, 2014), recent research has started to discuss
preschool usage patterns as a result of structural barriers, rather than parental choice alone
(Pavolini & van Lancker, 2018).
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* Reflections...

Does universal access contribute to
lower quality?




What happens it home environments are sometimes better for
children?

* Cognitive benefits from studies seem to show increases for children from some backgrounds but
not others (socio-economic status and level of mother’s education) (emerging research from Italy
and Canada)

* Ratios and quality of the preschool is highly important (especially for infants and toddlers who
need 1:1 ratios)

* Number of resources in preschools and home environments

e Studies now showing some children have better educational outcomes by being in the home
environment (as well as linked to future success)
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Enablers

* Teacher qualifications and profiles

* Teacher stress

e Ratios for enhanced interations

* Regulation of industry (enhanced standardisation)

* Involving parents and the community (especially from diverse backgrounds)

* Resources and materials to create positive learning environments



|s Teacher Qualification Associated With the Quality of the Early Childhood

Education and Care Environment? A Meta-Analytic Review (Review of Educational
Research 2019)

* This meta-analytic review examines evidence on the correlation between teacher qualifications
and the quality of ECEC environments. Results show that higher teacher qualifications are
significantly correlated with higher quality ECEC environments.

« Specifically, the education level of teachers or caregivers is positively correlated to overall ECEC
qualities, as well as subscale ratings including program structure, language, and reasoning.

e Cultural sensitivity and awareness



Concluding thoughts...

We all have a responsibility to
ensure high quality and access for
all children
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