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We will learn about:

● the key components of the Colony to Nation 

resources.

● practical EAL teaching strategies to engage 

students with artworks in the NGV Collection 

before, during and after visiting the gallery.

● ideas to further adapt the content in the Colony to 

Nation resources to support the needs of EAL 

learners.



Today’s Agenda:

1. Navigating the Colony to Nation resources on the NGV website (5 mins)

2. Understanding the challenges for EAL Learners and the need for an EAL 

adaptation (5 mins)

3. Investigating key EAL Strategies used through the EAL adaptation (35 

mins)

4. Working in groups to further adapt the Colony to Nation resources to 

meet the needs of EAL learners. (30 mins)

5. Discussion and question time (10 mins)





Teacher resource

EAL adaptation



The challenge for EAL learners



Adapting the resources for EAL learners
EAL Teaching Strategies High Impact Teaching Strategies (HITS)

Visuals
● Flashcards
● Picture Dictionaries
● Visual Representations

Building Background Knowledge
● Pre-teaching key vocabulary
● Discussion of students’ prior knowledge
● Detailed Reading/Post-reading activities
● Plurilingualism (translanguaging)
● Tuning In

Explicit language instruction
● Modelling / Modelled examples
● Sentence starters / templates
● Colour-coding
● Questioning



Visuals

EAL Strategy: Visuals Colony to Nation: Changes to Australia’s Environment (EAL pages 5-7)



EAL Strategy: Visuals Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL page 15)



EAL Strategy: Visuals Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL page 16)



EAL Strategy: Visuals Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL page 7)



EAL Strategy: Building background knowledge Colony to Nation: First Contact

E. Phillips FOX
Landing of Captain Cook at 
Botany Bay,  1770 1902
oil on canvas
192.2 x 265.4 cm
National Gallery of Victoria, 
Melbourne
Gilbee Bequest, 1902

Building background knowledge



EAL Strategy: Building background knowledge Colony to Nation: First Contact (Teacher page 2)



EAL Strategy: Building background knowledge Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL page 5)

Therefore, Britain saw Australia as an opportunity to 

get more land and territory. They could also trade with 

other countries in the South Pacific. This would give 

people work, reduce crime and provide a place for 

criminals.

 The British saw colonisation of Australia as an 

opportunity to expand their territory and trade in 

the South Pacific, and a solution to growing social 

and political problems such as unemployment, 

crime rates and incarceration. 



EAL Strategy: Building background knowledge Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL page 3)



Post-reading 
activities 

EAL Strategy: Building background knowledge Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL pages 6-8)



EAL Strategy: Building background knowledge Colony to Nation: First Contact (Teacher page 2)



EAL Strategy: Building background knowledge Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL page 9)



EAL Strategy: Building background knowledge Colony to Nation: Federation (EAL page 7)



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction  Colony to Nation: First Contact

Explicit Language Instruction

Links to the Victorian Curriculum F-10 EAL Curriculum:

Level B1
● Construct short utterances that use common 

adjectives to describe or add emphasis 
(VCEALL252)

● Use a small range of simple descriptive phrases 
(VCEALL312) 

Level B2
● Use simple extended descriptive phrases 

(VCEALL392)



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction  Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL page 11)



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction  Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL page 13)



Pointer
(Which 
one?)

Numerative 
(How 

many?)

Describer
(What’s it 

like?)

Classifier 
(What kind 

is it?)

Thing/Noun
(What is it?)

Qualifier
(Tell me 
more)

Activity: Noun Groups

EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: First Contact

flaga

-

-

three old, brown wooden

red, white 
and blue

boats in the water

-British



Activity: Noun Groups

EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Changes to Australia’s Environment

John GLOVER 
Moulting Lagoon and Great Oyster 
Bay, from Pine Hill (c. 1838) 
oil on canvas on canvas 
75.6 × 113.0 cm irreg. (image) 77.4 
× 114.8 cm (canvas) 
National Gallery of Victoria, 
Melbourne Purchased with 
assistance of an anonymous donor 
and the M. G. Chapman Bequest, 
2011



Pointer
(Which one?)

Numerative 
(How many?)

Describer
(What’s it 

like?)

Classifier 
(What kind is 

it?)

Thing/Noun
(What is it?)

Qualifier
(Tell me more)

- One big, orange dog looking up at the man.

- Many fluffy , white European sheep eating grass/ standing 
in the field/ sleeping 

- - pink and blue sky setting 

A - white man wearing winter clothes 

A - tall European shepherd with a red shirt, staff 
and brimmed hat

- Many fluffy early morning clouds floating across the sky

A - brown dog sitting next to the man.

- A herd of grazing white sheep in the field.

- Numerous windswept cirrus clouds across the sky.

Activity: Noun Groups
Below are the responses from the group activity during the presentation.

EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Changes to Australia’s Environment



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: First Contact (EAL page 13)



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Immigration (Teacher page 13)



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Immigration (Teacher page 13)

Tom ROBERTS
Coming South,  1886
oil on canvas
63.5 x 52.2 cm
National Gallery of Victoria, 
Melbourne
Gift of Colonel Aubrey H.L Gibson 
(Rtd) in memory of John and 
Anne Gibson, settlers (1887), 
1967

Thomas ROBERTSON 
Hobson’s Bay (1860) 
oil on canvas 
105.5 × 184.0 cm 
National Gallery of Victoria, 
Melbourne The Joseph Brown 
Collection. Presented through the 
NGV Foundation by Dr Joseph 
Brown AO OBE, Honorary Life 
Benefactor, 2004



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Immigration (Teacher page 13)



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Immigration (EAL page 8)



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Immigration (EAL page 8)



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Immigration (EAL page 8)

Activity: Colour-coding

You  want  to  start  a  better  life. 

You  board  the  ship  with  your  family.

You  get  seasick.

You  land  in  an  unknown  country.

You  find  a  new  job.

You  don’t  speak  the  language.

Colour-coding Key

Process words / Verbs
● doing/action words
● sensing words
● relating words
● saying words

What is 
happening?

Participants / Noun Groups Who?
What?

Circumstances 
(commonly prepositions/adverbs)

● of place
● of time
● of manner
● of accompaniment

Where?
When?
How?
With whom?



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Immigration (EAL page 8)



EAL Strategy: Explicit Language Instruction Colony to Nation: Immigration (EAL page 8)



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource

Frederick MCCUBBIN
The pioneer, 1904 
Oil on canvas 
225.0 × 295.7 cm
National Gallery of Victoria 



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource

1. Do students require prior knowledge in order to complete this activity? If so, what 
supports or background information would you need to develop or provide for this 
activity? 
a. Think about what visuals you can provide, how to teach background information or 

include home language use (plurilingualism) to support understanding.

1. Identify the key language and grammar concepts that students will be required to use for 
this activity.
b. Is the language required speaking and listening, reading and viewing or writing?

1. How will you break down the activity to support an EAL student to participate? 
b. Think about structured supports such as sentence starters, use of questioning 

similar to the noun groups activities, and/or colour-coding similar to the board game 
activity.



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation (Teacher page 9) 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource (Panel one)



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation (Teacher page 9) 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource (Panel one)
What background knowledge do 

students need to know?

● Life in the harsh Australian bush

● Who is a pioneer?

● The artist, Fred McCubbin

● Settlement in Australia following 
Federation (1900s)



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation (Teacher page 9) 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource (Panel one)
What language is required?

● Topic vocabulary, e.g. federation, 
pioneer, settlers, bush, 
environment

● Present continuous  verbs to 
describe what they are doing, 
e.g. lighting a fire, sitting and 
thinking alone

● Modal adverbs to express 
possible future plans, e.g. might, 
possibly, will

● Language of reasoning, e.g. 
conjunctions (because, so, 
therefore)

● Positive and/or negative 
adjectives to describe feelings, 
e.g. hungry, alone, optimistic



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation (Teacher page 9) 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource (Panel one)
How will you adapt this activity?

● Provide visuals such as 
flashcards on topic vocabulary.

● Provide a template where 
students can fill in their 
responses about the picture.

● Allow students to translate topic 
vocabulary into their home 
language.

● Have a class discussion about 
students’ personal experiences 
of migrating to Australia and 
make a word wall of different 
feelings.



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation (Teacher page 9) 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource (Panel two)



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation (Teacher page 9) 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource (Panel two)
Below are the responses from the group activity during the presentation.

What background knowledge do students 
need?

What language is required? How will you adapt this activity?

● Early colonisers - History timeline 
● Stories of early colonisers 
● Need an enormous amount of Australian 

history - European settlement

Vocabulary relating experiences living in the 
bush

● clearing
● chopping
● axe
● mother 
● baby 
● husband
● settlement
● bush
● Isolation
● hardship
● fear

● Timeline activity, drawing of their 
transition to this country. Compare how 
it is different

● Graphic organiser- who are the 
characters? 

● visual images to elicit the vocabulary, 
concepts, feelings

● Noticing and discussing 
● Sentence frame practice



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation (Teacher page 9) 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource (Panel three)



Activity: Adapting the teacher resource Colony to Nation: Federation (Teacher page 9) 

Activity: Adapting the teacher resource (Panel three)
Below are the responses from the group activity during the presentation.

What background knowledge do students 
need?

What language is required? How will you adapt this activity?

● Christian burial rituals
● Cultural knowledge,e.g. a cross = grave
● Urban/architectural development in 

Australia at the time of the painting
● Land clearing/changes to the 

environment (for agriculture)
● Progress and the passage of time
● Harsh conditions living as a pioneer on 

the land
● Lack of doctors (childbirth)

● Nouns for urbanisation/development 
● Comparative language

○ More trees (have been cleared)
○ Later, older
○ Same, similar, different

● Prepositions of place (in the foreground, 
in the background)

● Time markers/connectives (before, after)
● Topic vocabulary

○ Pioneer
○ Tree felling/new growth
○ Child birth
○ Bush?
○ Death
○ Grief / grieving

● Modal verbs
○ might, could etc.

● Visuals placed in order of 
chronology/progression

○ (Eg: horse/cart, house, city - baby, 
child, adult)

● Matching text and vocab to the three 
panels (key details and “narrative”)

● Discussion: create a narrative, telling 
the story of who died and how?



Some resources for teaching EAL learners

Pauline Gibbons, Scaffolding Language, 
Scaffolding Learning: Teaching Second Language 
Learners in the Mainstream Classroom (2nd ed), 
Heinemann, 2015.

Beverly Derewianka & Pauline Jones, Teaching 
Language in Contex (2nd ed)t, Oxford University 
Press, 2016.



Some resources for teaching Systemic Functional Grammar

Sally Humphrey, Louise Droga & Susan Feez, 
Grammar and Meaning, Primary English Teaching 
Association Australia (PETAA), 2012.

Beverly Derewianka, A New Grammar Companion 
for Teachers (2nd ed), Primary English Teaching 
Association Australia (PETAA), 2020.



Thank you for joining
Colony to Nation

Bridging the Gap for EAL 
Learners

https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/learn/ 


