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Overview





System of 
English 

Language 



Content Descriptions

The knowledge, skills and understandings students are expected to 
develop at that pathway and level.

THINK:
- the destination
- the curriculum requirement
- what you are accountable to teach and assess

They are written broadly on purpose so schools can choose texts, 
topics and tasks that fit their context.



Content Descriptions



Elaborations
What the teaching and learning could look like.
They are optional examples.
They illustrate ways a content description might be taught, learnt or 
demonstrated in classrooms.
THINK:
- possible activities
- scaffolds
- contexts
- kinds of evidence you might see

They are not extra things to cover and not a checklist.



Elaborations



Content 
Descriptions Elaborations

WHAT HOW



VTLM 2.0 



VTLM 2.0



Pathway A

• Early immersion (Prep-Year 2)



Level AL Reading



Recognising and naming some letters of 
the alphabet

Multisensory learning:
● Air writing
● Tactile materials (playdough, felt or magnetic letters) 
● Movement
● Visual/Auditory (songs, chants, videos)



Level A1 Reading



Choral Reading



Level A2 Writing



Explicit teaching of noun groups



Explicit teaching of noun groups

“I do”: Teacher models how to label vocabulary on 
picture using words from the text.

“We do”: Teacher and students label a new coat 
together.

“You do”: Students label their own picture of a coat. 



Explicit teaching of noun groups



Explicit teaching of noun groups



Pathway B

• Mid-immersion (Years 3-6)



Level BL - Listening and Speaking



Turn and Talk



Pose, Pause, Pair, Pounce, Bounce (PPPPB)



Level B1 - Writing



Plurilingualism



Level B2 - Reading



Using Authentic Texts

Reading words with 
digraphs where one letter is 
not pronounced. 

e.g. Thomas



Using Authentic Texts
Using knowledge of 
phoneme-grapheme 
correspondences and 
familiar phonemes to make 
predictions about unfamiliar 
words.
e.g. shivers
shi - as in ‘ship’
v - as in ‘van’
ers - as in ‘teachers’



Using Authentic Texts

Breaking words in syllables and 
phonemes to read unfamiliar 
words. 
e.g.
syllables = pic/nic, 
phonemes = /p/ /i/ /k/ - /n/ /i/ /k/
blend = picnic



Using Authentic Texts
Reading words with 
vowel digraphs (ee, ea)
e.g.
beach
screeching
sea



Using Authentic Texts

Applying knowledge of less 
common sounds and words with 
similar letter patterns to alter 
pronunciation when reading 
aloud. 
e.g.
‘ea’ as in ‘sea’ and ‘beach’
vs
‘ea’ as in ‘spread’ and ‘wear’



Making Connections



Level B3 - Reading



Talk for Writing

Locating the topic sentence at the 
beginning of each paragraph of a 
text and finding key words to 
identify the main idea of each 
paragraph. 



Paragraph Sequencing
Reordering sentences in a 
paragraph to follow a logical 
order of ideas and language.



Sentence Sequencing

Sequencing sentences 
using conjunctions to make 
a cohesive paragraph. 



Reference Items

Understanding items 
referred to by 
pronouns, and tracing 
these references 
through a text.

Reference items = 
its, their



Pathway C

• Late Immersion Stage Year 7 -10





Explicit Instruction 
process, store, and retrieve information

SCAFFOLDING MODELLING RETRIEVAL 



CL



Model Guide Independent 

CL

I went to the park.

 I went 

(choose your preposition and tense)

Your turn…

use simple verbs
VC2EALCLW08

C1

I walked lazily in the park. 

I walked 

Choose your verb and adverb)

Your turn…

use single clauses, or use simple coordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions to combine clauses
VC2EALC1W07

C2

The park has many plants and animals

plants and animals who..

(extend with a prepositional clause)

Your turn…

use adverbials and prepositions to provide simple 
detail
VC2EALC2W09

C3

The park is home to many endangered species

Use a synonym for endangered add a clause using a 
semi column 

Your turn…

use a range of vocabulary to create nuance, mood 
and feeling
VC2EALC3W10

C4

The industrial park is home to dancing giants of 
industry. 

Create your own extended metaphor Your turn…

use an expanded vocabulary appropriate for the 
curriculum area
VC2EALC4W10



CL 

• Explicit use and teaching of classroom language 
• Scaffold participation in group work with sentence starters 
• Dictogloss to develop listening skills with short text 
• Teaching question format and simple command terms
• Teach simple sentence – simple tense, subject verb agreement
• Using recasts to teach pronunciation
• Teach pronunciation of common letter combinations, such as ‘ch’, ‘sh’, ‘-at’, ‘-er’ and ‘-ing’
• recognising sounds that can be produced by different letters, such as the ‘s’ sound in ‘sat’ 

and ‘cent’



CL English Text 
Gardening is my favourite hobby. I 
own a small plot of land next to our 
house. Every day, I spend half an 
hour gardening. After returning from 
my morning walk, I go to my garden 
with a spade and a bucket of water.

identify what is being 
referred to by simple 
cohesive devices in a 
simple text

VC2EALC1R06

recognise words for 
everyday items and 
actions, and 
topic-specific vocabulary 
that has been taught

VC2EALC1R10



C1
• Expand context of language – emphasis on social and academic 
• Producing short texts, such as simple recounts, descriptions and instructions, for 

different purposes
• identifying basic text structures such as introduction, body and conclusion
• Verb forms, cohesion, noun groups, tense
• Paralinguistic features 
• Extract information or use information cultural background to understand texts 
• Develop phonemic and phonological awareness 



Science Text
The atoms of each element are unique; no two elements 
have the same atomic number. Atoms also have the same 
number of electrons as it does protons, these electrons 
orbit the nucleus of the atom in layers called shells.

recognise common 
vocabulary and learnt 
topic-specific vocabulary 
from different curriculum 
areas
VC2EALC2R10

read texts that contain 
compound and complex 
sentences of 2 or 3 
clauses
VC2EALC2R07

understand the function 
of punctuation marks
VC2EALC2R12



C2

• understanding and using structural features of some text types used in different 
curriculum areas such as procedures, reports and formal speeches – text structure 
across curriculum 

• constructing an expanding range of statements, questions and commands and modality 
• recognising in an unfamiliar text topic-specific vocabulary that has been learnt in other 

curriculum areas, for example ‘angle’, ‘primary’ or ‘foul’
• predicting the meaning of new words based on knowledge of the base word such as 

predicting the meaning of ‘unknown’ and ‘knowledge’ from the word ‘know’
• identifying a range of punctuation marks in text such as full stops, commas, question 

marks, quotation marks and semicolons



Compassion is the fundamental 
element of humanity. It is the driving 
force behind acts of kindness, 
charity, and selflessness. Humanity 
is important to protect cultural, 
religious, and geographical 
boundaries, as it is a universal 
language understood by all.

use contextual cues to predict meaning
VC2EALC2R04

apply knowledge of phoneme–grapheme correspondences to deduce the 
pronunciation of unfamiliar words
VC2EALC2R11

recognise common vocabulary and learnt topic-specific vocabulary from 
different curriculum areas
VC2EALC2R10



C3
- Skim, scan and extract information within a text
- Decode words and phrases 
- Read text with more complex structure including passive forms and 

complex sentences
- Write a variety of text types
- Use nuanced language for mood and feeling
- Cultural values and attitudes to text 
- Participate in formal and informal discussion and make formal 

presentations
- Use pronunciation to enhance meaning and make use of paralinguistic 

features



C3 Example

Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul,
And sings the tune without the words,
And never stops at all.

read and understand complex 
descriptive language

VC2EALC4R09



C4
-   develop an appropriate style of speech for a purpose such as to inform, persuade or entertain 

- extending and elaborating in spoken texts by giving details such as cause, contrast and evidence

- choosing from a wide range of action, saying, sensing and relating verbs such as ‘construct’, ‘produce’, ‘appreciate’ 
and ‘prefer’ to express precise meaning

- identifying the role of specific linguistic features and structures and evaluating their influence on meaning, for 
example for the role of extended metaphors such as in the short text Animal Farmspelling technical words such as 
‘metaphorical’, ‘biology’ and ‘biodegradable’ by applying morphemic knowledge

- using different technical and everyday meanings of words; for example, using ‘state’ in reference to a territory, a 
state of matter and a state of affairs

- using appropriate metalanguage, for example in displays and explanations

- including idiomatic and colloquial language appropriately and spontaneously in discussions

- inferring the meaning of an unfamiliar word or phrase by using contextual information such as the topic of a text, 
meaning of adjacent sentences and meanings of familiar words in the same sentence

- making connections between a text and their own experience or other texts to draw inferences and make 
predictions

- inferring the opinion of the writer, based on the ideas and cultural understandings in a text



C4 EXAMPLE

Virginia Woolf made an original contribution to the form of the novel, but was also a 
distinguished essayist, a critic for The Times Literary Supplement, and a central figure 
of the Bloomsbury group. Dialogic in style and continually questioning what may be 
the reader‘s opinion (her rejection of an authoritative voice links her to the tradition of 
Montaigne), her critical essays, when examined carefully, reveal a thematic and 
technical complexity that rivals her novels.

identify, analyse and evaluate the main ideas in a range of 
complex and unfamiliar texts
VC2EALC4R01

read and understand complex descriptive language
VC2EALC4R09



Achievement 
Standards 

Guides the length of time it takes 
to develop functional English 
language skills for academic 
achievement. 

- Observe majority of factors in 
achievement standards 

- Meeting year level standards or 
norms 



Classroom 
Inclusion 

• Multimodal (written, visual and aural)
• Multilingual(signs, texts)
• Plurilingual aspects (translators)
• Assessment accessibility 
• Explicit language teaching across 

curriculum 


