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MEETING THE NEEDS OF EAL 
LEARNERS IN THE VCE VOCATIONAL 
MAJOR AND VICTORIAN PATHWAYS 

CERTIFICATE

VicTESOL Symposium 2023

Sarah Douglas – sarah.douglas@rivernileschool.vic.edu.au

• A specialist independent school for young women from 

refugee and asylum seeker backgrounds.

• Students aged 16-24

• All students learning English as an Additional Language, 

many with histories of interrupted formal schooling.

• Senior Secondary program (formerly VCAL now VCE 

VM & VPC)

• class sizes of approx. 15 students, a Homegroup Teacher 

teaches most subjects with their class

• All teachers are EAL specialists

 Authentic 
assessment

 Formative 
assessment 

 Timely 
feedback

 Peer and self-
assessment

 Transparent 
rubrics

 Trust
 Fairness
 Dignity 
 Individual 

starting points 
 Acknowledge

ment of 
personal 
interests

 Metacognition
 Active agents 

in learning
 Self-regulation
 Explicit and 

visible learning 
goals

 Authentic 
learning 
experiences

 Experiential 
learning cycle

 Success breeds 
success

 Integrated 
learning

 Relevant for 
the future 

 Build self-
efficacy and 
learning 
confidence

 Make 
connections to 
workplace 
learning

 Flexible design

RNS APPROACH TO VCE VM & VPC

Challenges

- No specific curriculum 
for EAL learners

- Support resources not 
written for EAL learners 

- Completion 
requirements

Benefits

- Flexible 

- Diverse post-school 
pathways 

- Pillars of Applied 
Learning 

- Flexible, school-
based assessments

Actions

- Options for completion over 2-
4+ years

- Whole school curriculum -
Integrated subjects and student 
led projects with varied access 
points

- Diagnostic assessments, student 
grouping

- School-developed rubrics to align 
EAL development with VM study 
designs & outcomes
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START WITH THE 
LEARNERS

• Our school goals for our students:

• Equipped with the language, life and work skills to 
pursue further education, training and 
employment opportunities

• Confident social participation and community 
connections

• Stronger health, wellbeing and self-care capability

• Financial security and independence with 
capability to navigate systems

• Resilient, responsible and empowered young 
women

Term 4: Local 
& Global 
Issues

Term 3: 
Future Career 
Plans

Term 2: 
Health & 
Wellbeing

Term 1: 
Identity & 
Belonging

Unit 2
Responding to 
Opinions

Unit 2 
Understanding 
Issues & Voices

Unit 1 
Understanding & 
creating digital texts

Unit 1
Literacy for Personal 
use

Literacy

Unit 2
Civic Numeracy

Unit 2
Financial &
Vocational 
Numeracy 

Unit 1
Recreational &
Health Numeracy 

Unit 1
Personal Numeracy

Numeracy

WRS Unit 1
Presentation of 
career & education 
goals

WRS Unit 1
Future careers

PDS Unit 1 
Community health & 
wellbeing
Promoting a healthy 
life

PDS Unit 1 
Personal Identity & 
Emotional 
intelligence

PDS or WRS

Careers ExpoCareers, 
pathways, industry 
excursions & 
incursions

Health & 
Wellbeing Expo

Harmony Day 
Celebration

Whole School 
Project

Health and Wellbeing Unit
VM Final YearVM 2 YearsVM 3 YearsVPC

C3+

ACSF level 3+

C2-C3

ACSF level 3

C1 –C2

ACSF level 2

CL

ACSF Prelevel 1-
Level 1

Language 
level 
(approx.)

 Independently 
research health issue

 Oversee 
organisation of 
Health Expo

 Research working in 
Health industry

 Community health & 
wellbeing issues

 Biology – anatomy, 
body systems

 Women’s health
 Mental health
 Online safety

 Accessing community 
health centres 

 Common health issues 
(diet, exercise, 
dehydration, sleep, skin 
problems)

 Physical, mental & 
social health

 My body, emotions, 
self-care

 Seeing the doctor, 
booking 
appointments

 Community health 
centre

Suggested 
topics

 Complex written/ 
visual instructions or 
explanation

 Meeting minutes
 Interview responses

 Information report
 Websites (research & 

create)
 Online quiz (create)

 Teacher created 
information texts

 PowerPoint 
presentation

 ‘Explainer’ video

 Forms
 Role plays
 Short recounts
 Canva/word poster

Text Types 
for 
assessment

ASSESSMENT

VM Literacy Outcome: On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to apply an understanding of the 
conventions of literacy and digital communication by 
responding to and creating a range of digital content, 
suitable for a community, workplace or vocational 
context.  

VM PDS Outcome: On completion of this unit the 
student should be able to analyse the impact of 
technology on health and wellbeing at an individual and 
community level, and apply knowledge and skills to plan, 
implement and evaluate an individual or group health 
promotion activity.

5 6

7 8



10/03/2024

3

VPC BEGINNING VM

EXTENDING VM

Information Website Task

1. Read example information reports & 
analyse the features

2. Learn paraphrasing, summarising, 
skimming & scanning, referencing

3. Choose your own topic, research 
and take notes from given websites, 
books, youtube videos

4. Plan, draft, edit & publish an 
information report using Google 
Sites

ASSESSMENT & TARGETED 
TEACHING

We maintain a focus on learning English and 
ensuring students progress in language, literacy 
and numeracy skills as well as completing credits 
towards the certificates. 

We developed rubrics, drawing on:

- Victorian Curriculum - EAL

- ACSF & EAL Framework

- VCAA rubrics
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