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https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/AAAEAL%20and%20English/AAAEnglish/Year%2012/Extinction/Creative%20Student%20Sample.docx
https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/Professional%20Learning/VicTESOL%20Presentations/Anticipation%20Guide%20Secondary.docx
https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/Professional%20Learning/VicTESOL%20Presentations/Jigsaw%20Secondary.docx
https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/Professional%20Learning/VicTESOL%20Presentations/Team%20Webbing.docx
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https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/Professional%20Learning/VicTESOL%20Presentations/11EAL%20Student%20Version%20Whirlpool%20by%20Cate%20Kennedy.docx


•

•

•

•

•

•

https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/AAAEAL%20and%20English/AAAEnglish/Year%2011/LAHOF/11EAL%20The%20Writing%20Process.pptx
https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/Professional%20Learning/VicTESOL%20Presentations/11EAL%20Diary%20Planning%20Template.docx
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https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/Professional%20Learning/VicTESOL%20Presentations/11EAL%20Insight%20Guide%20Text%20Types.docx
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https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/Professional%20Learning/VicTESOL%20Presentations/EXPLANATION%20OF%20WRITING%20CHOICES%20TABLE.docx
https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/AAAEAL%20and%20English/AAAEnglish/Year%2011/LAHOF/11EAL%20WRITTEN%20EXPLANATION.docx
https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/AAAEAL%20and%20English/AAAEnglish/Year%2011/LAHOF/11EAL%20WRITTEN%20EXPLANATION.docx
https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/Professional%20Learning/VicTESOL%20Presentations/Creative%20Student%20Sample.docx
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https://eduvic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stephanie_georgiou_education_vic_gov_au/Documents/AAAMy%20Teaching/AAAEAL%20and%20English/AAAEnglish/Year%2011/LAHOF/11EAL_%20Creative%20Response%20Criteria%20Breakdown%20Rubric.docx
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https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/english-and-eal/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/english-and-eal/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/english/2016EnglishEALSD.pdf
http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/anticipation-guide
https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/jigsaw
https://writing.ku.edu/prewriting-strategies


Text Response 
Essay Writing

Madeline Oh
ohm@mckinnonsc.vic.edu.au



Focus for the 
presentation:

To share strategies of teaching text 
response that focus on improving 
students’ writing skills. 



AoS 1, Outcome 1
Reading and Responding to Text

Key knowledge:

╺  An understanding of the world of a text and the explicit and implied values it expresses
╺ The ways authors

╶ create meaning and build the world of the text
╶  respond to different contexts, audiences and purposes 

╺ The ways in which readers’ interpretations of texts differ and why 
╺ The features of a range of literary and other written, spoken and multimodal texts  
╺ The features of analytical interpretations of literary and other texts: structure, 

conventions and language, including relevant metalanguage the features of creative 
interpretations (written, spoken and multimodal), including structure, conventions and 
language, and how they create voice and style 

╺  The conventions of spelling, punctuation and syntax of Standard Australian English.

Key skills:



Key skills:

╺ Explain and analyse 
╶  how the features of a range of texts create meaning and how 

they influence interpretation 
╶ the ways readers are invited to respond to texts 

╺ Identify and analyse the explicit and implied ideas and values in texts
╺ Examine different interpretations of texts and consider how these resonate 

with or challenge their own interpretations 
╺ Synthesise ideas and interpretations to develop an interpretation of their 

own  
╺ Use textual evidence appropriately to justify analytical responses 
╺ Plan analytical interpretations of texts 
╺ Develop, test and clarify ideas using discussion and writing 
╺ apply the conventions of spelling, punctuation and syntax of Standard 

Australian English accurately and appropriately.



Rubric

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1otRaRVQVSvMpP-NDA5qFhniImfjAiJ4ZiYzgN2kAnOk/edit


Teaching Text Response with a  
Focus on writing 

Timing

- The earlier, the better
- Ideally, while studying the text.
- Work up from sentences to paragraphs.

Targeted approach

1.Single sentences using sentence stems.

2. Highly scaffolded body paragraphs

3. Independent body paragraphs

4.Linked body paragraphs

5. Responding to an essay prompt

Sharing Work and Class Discussion

Reviewing skills



Close study of the text
While teaching the text- we focus on the task- understanding the text, but 
also writing. 

- Focus on key moments, especially with long texts. 
- For each key moment:

- Provide a list of metalanguage. Use it while teaching the text. 
- Point out target vocabulary that will help students write the texts.

- Students create a class set of notes that they share and work on 
collectively.  

- In the notes we also create a bank of words, adding key words and their 
synonyms.



Metalanguage
1) Synonyms of destruction- destroy, obliterate, dynamite
2)Binary oppositions- old vs new, beautiful vs ugly
3) Tone- strangely detached.

Author feelings: despair, anguish, loss.

Vocabulary: bemoan, lament, recounts, despair.

Pg 102-3
The Taliban destroyed the Buddhist statues and stupas where we played, which had been there for 
thousands of years and were part of our history from the time of the Kushan kings...One black day 
they even dynamited the face of the Jehanabad Buddha….This time they obliterated the Buddha’s 
face, which had watched over the valley since the seventh century.

The Taliban became the enemy of fine arts, culture and our history. The Swat museum moved its 
collection away for safekeeping. They destroyed everything old and brought nothing new. The Taliban 
took the Emerald Mountain with its mine and began selling the beautiful stones to buy their ugly 
weapons. 



Class Running Sheet

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xCv1ZYuGQ_VtWwK5vDwq4XY9FsSFlo23yQvdGLqbWCM/edit


Writing tasks
Sentences:

1. Re-read page 102-3 and complete the following sentences. Aim to use the target vocabulary that we covered 
in class. 

a. The Taliban….
b. Yousafzai bemoans….
c. When Yousafzai recounts…, she ….

2. Write 2-3 sentences that describe Yousafzai’s feelings on page 102-3.
3. How are the Taliban characterised on page 102? 

Body Paragraphs

- Highly scaffolded

Write a paragraph on the Taliban’s destruction of the Buddha’s face  and the emerald mine. Ensure you 
utilise the metalanguage and key vocabulary from today’s class. 

- Independent

Yousafzai is celebrated for speaking out against the Taliban. Why is this the case? Consider her moments 
of despair. 



Working at Sentence Level

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RRR03rV8FW2a6wnfSwjtxcL4gaZtv3G4/edit#


Class discussion and writing workshops. 

1. We share and analyse student samples each 
lesson spending 5-10 minutes

2. We also create collective notes on what makes 
good writing.Focus on common strengths and 
weaknesses. We find that the  sharing of 
common standards works to lift the collective. 



Student samples



Student samples



Class 
Notes



Student goals and self editing



Reviewing Key 
Skills













Resources for you:

Metalanguage:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MTIkkPQTG6gx65WjSbXAl-PYfxN9IBBsn7uERMTp7p0/edit

Class Notebook Template:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JM1DxBjnyGFRTXMerC7CpXWjn7n33wmKFQCLTbXDHpA/edit#

Running Sheet Template:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Agz53upCKT8oGBFFaPIPYyNXfwOrD6NNJPkbGrt_uA4/edit

If you need anything let me know :)

Madeline Oh ohm@mckinnosc.vic.edu.au

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MTIkkPQTG6gx65WjSbXAl-PYfxN9IBBsn7uERMTp7p0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JM1DxBjnyGFRTXMerC7CpXWjn7n33wmKFQCLTbXDHpA/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Agz53upCKT8oGBFFaPIPYyNXfwOrD6NNJPkbGrt_uA4/edit
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