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Learning Intentions

Marbles in a jar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPjzfGChGlE

Struggling to adapt – a Syrian refugee’s story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CFYoJQKM7A

Farawan family – One year later

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwEIfGHkTMM

• Reflect on the practices your school uses to understand the EAL students 
you have at your school

• Obtain strategies to understand the ‘back story’ 

• Recognise the importance of an ‘I can’ mindset and how to obtain this

• Get ideas that you can share with others

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPjzfGChGlE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CFYoJQKM7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwEIfGHkTMM


‘I can’ and ‘they can’t’ leadership



‘We can’ leadership



UNLESS WE TAKE THE TIME TO UNDERSTAND, WE WILL 
STRUGGLE TO BUILD UNDERSTANDING



https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/statistics/

Global refugee numbers, 2018

Ratio of refugees to 1,000 inhabitants, 2018



Refugees by hosting country, 2018

Refugees by country of origin, 2018



https://www.overdrive.com/media/3958648/homes

https://www.overdrive.com/media/3958648/homes


CLUES
• Visa codes (give an idea of reason for family entry)

• Using maps (help the family to explain where they have come from, point of 
entry and a little of their past life

• Years of schooling – found on enrolment form

• Do they understand in their first language? Interpreting and translating service 
free for Govt schools - https://www.languageloop.com.au (03) 9280 1941

https://www.languageloop.com.au/
tel:0392801941


UNDERSTANDING VISA CODES
Understanding Visa codes can often provide a few clues as to the ‘back story’ of your students and their 
families
Visa numbers, eligibility for language schools and SRP -
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/.../osschstudfeeexemption.docx

Visa subclass - https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=10&ved=2ahUKEwjV49z41vfjAhXD8HMBHcRYDzsQFjAJegQIABAC&url=https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/curriculum/osschstudfeeexemption.docx&usg=AOvVaw3kSN3LZsKm3XjjO0_rBv-_
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing


SCHOOL BASED INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM CASES21

ST21905

ST21038

Do you know who these children are?
Have you put faces to the data?



Purpose of this policy
To ensure that parents or guardians of newly arrived students for whom English is an additional 
language are aware of what intensive English language support is available for their children, 
and how it can be accessed.

Policy
Principals or their delegates must tell parents or guardians of newly arrived English as an 
Additional Language (EAL) students of their eligibility to attend an English language 
school/centre or participate in the Virtual EAL New Arrivals Program, if assessed as requiring an 
intensive English program.

New arrivals provision
The Department provides intensive EAL instruction to prepare students for participation in 
mainstream schools.
Students typically attend an English language school/centre for between six and twelve months, 
depending on their educational background and/or refugee/humanitarian status.
The Virtual New Arrivals Program is available for students in isolated or rural schools who 
cannot access an English language school/centre.

EAL Provision for Newly Arrived Students



Eligibility criteria

To be eligible to attend an English language school/centre or participate in the Virtual EAL New Arrivals Program 
students:
•must hold a visa that entitles them to enrol in a Victorian government school and attract SRP funding
•must speak a language other than English as their main language at home
•must have proficiency in English that is determined, at the local level by a school or English language school, to require 
intensive assistance to enable them to participate fully in mainstream classroom programs
•must begin at an English language school/centre or enrol in the Virtual EAL New Arrivals Program within 18 months of 
arrival if entering the first year of primary schooling
•within 6 months of arrival if entering any other year of schooling�
•at the time of enrolling in an English language school/centre or the Virtual EAL New Arrivals Program, must be 
undertaking or intending to undertake primary or secondary education at a Victorian Government school as soon as 
practicable after completing the course.

International students
Fee paying overseas students requiring an intensive English language course before entering mainstream classes can enrol 
in an English language school/centre to undertake such a course.
Students must enrol in a school through the International Student Program before enrolling in an English language 
school/centre.



LANGUAGE SCHOOL ASSISTANCE

Principals can obtain the assistance of an outreach services 
coordinator from the English language school in their region:
•North Eastern Victoria Region: Blackburn English Language 
School (03) 9803 4022
•North Western Victoria Region: Collingwood English Language 
School (03) 9419 7633
•South Eastern Victoria Region: Noble Park English Language 
School (03) 9546 9578
•South Western Victoria Region: Western English Language 
School (03) 9311 9325



https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/eal/
EALresource–ProfilesofEALlearners.pdf

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/eal/EALresource%E2%80%93ProfilesofEALlearners.pdf


https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/eal/EALresource–
SampleprogressionsthroughtheEALPathways.pdf

PROGRESSION THROUGH THE STAGES

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/viccurric/eal/EALresource%E2%80%93SampleprogressionsthroughtheEALPathways.pdf


https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/foundation10/P
ages/viccurriculum/eal/intro.aspx?Redirect=1

DIAGNOSTIC INTERVIEW

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/foundation10/Pages/viccurriculum/eal/intro.aspx?Redirect=1


Assessment

http://teal.global2.vic.edu.au

http://teal.global2.vic.edu.au/


PLANNING
Where does EAL factor into your planning?



Word list 1 
a I
after in and is
at it because little big looked boy mine brother mum by 
my city name dad no day on down park friend played fun 
saw girl school go she good shop he sister house some 
the
then they
to under up
very
was watched we weekend went will with 
yes you 

FUSE
http://fusecontent.education.vic.gov.au/63c89c76-6b74-48ec-9735-14bab2461487/word%20study%20for%20new%20arrivals.pdf

http://fusecontent.education.vic.gov.au/63c89c76-6b74-48ec-9735-14bab2461487/word%20study%20for%20new%20arrivals.pdf


https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=0ee
6a101-dc32-4fce-85ef-bc85ffa03943&SearchScope=All

New Arrivals kit - EAL digital resources

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/LandingPage?ObjectId=334
1db36-8fc5-4d43-96b4-90e14a0f9ae0&SearchScope=All

Kids Own Publishing
PH:03 9078 1168

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=0ee6a101-dc32-4fce-85ef-bc85ffa03943&SearchScope=All
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/LandingPage?ObjectId=3341db36-8fc5-4d43-96b4-90e14a0f9ae0&SearchScope=All


SUPPORTS

*Foundation House
- Free counselling and support

* School Nurse
- Can do hearing and sight as well as general 

referral

* LMERC

EAL Regional Program Officers
EAL Regional Program Officers (RPOs) support schools in 
their region to develop and implement effective EAL 
programs.
Contacts
North Eastern Victoria region - Madeleine Parker
parker.madeleine.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
(03) 8392 9350
North Western Victoria region - Kim Kenealy
kenealy.kim.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
Giuliana Mecoli
mecoli.giuliana.g@edumail.vic.gov.au
Sarah Jane Culican
culican.sarah.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

(03) 9488 9488
South Eastern Victoria region - Judy Massey
massey.judy.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
(03) 8765 5713
South Western Victoria region - Chryssanthi Eleftheriou
eleftheriou.chryssanthi.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
(03) 7005 1915

mailto:parker.madeleine.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:kenealy.kim.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:mecoli.giuliana.g@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:culican.sarah.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:massey.judy.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:eleftheriou.chryssanthi.c@edumail.vic.gov.au


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZIGPK9kvAU – School in England

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/refugee-
school/10529828

Alusine Fofanah

Personal information

Full name Alusine Fofanah

Date of birth 21 November 1997 (age 21)

Place of birth Freetown, Sierra Leone

Height 1.66 m (5 ft 5 1⁄2 in)

Playing position Attacking midfielder

Club information

Current team Rydalmere Lions

Youth career

2013 Bankstown Berries

2013–2016 Western Sydney Wanderers

Senior career*

Years Team Apps (Gls)

2014–2016 Western Sydney 
Wanderers 5 (0)

2016 Western Sydney 
Wanderers NPL 7 (2)

2017 Sydney FC NPL 5 (1)

2017 Heidelberg United 5 (0)

2018– Rydalmere Lions 13 (2)

National team
‡

2015– Australia U-20 8 (3)

Alusine Fofanah is a Sierra Leone born 
Australian football (soccer) player who plays as 
an attacking midfielder. He is currently a free agent, 
having last played for the Western Sydney Wanderers in 
the Australian A-League.
He is the youngest ever player in the history of the A-
League, making his debut at just 15 years and 189 days

WELCOMING THOSE FROM 
OVERSEAS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZIGPK9kvAU
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/refugee-school/10529828
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freetown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Leone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midfielder_(association_football)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rydalmere_Lions_FC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bankstown_Berries_FC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Sydney_Wanderers_FC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Sydney_Wanderers_FC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Sydney_Wanderers_FC_Reserves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_FC_Reserves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heidelberg_United
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rydalmere_Lions_FC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia_national_under-20_soccer_team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midfielder_(association_football)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Sydney_Wanderers_FC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A-League


‘For we are young and free’

'For those who’ve come across 
the lands; 
We’ve boundless plains to share’


